WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

L A method for transferring information between first and second systems 
with dissimilar first and second database structures, respectively, comprising the steps of: 
extracting data from the first system; 

routing the extracted data from the first system to a first conversion server; 
5 at the first conversion server, converting the data from a format compatible 

with the first database structure to an intermediate format; 

routing the data in the intermediate format to a second conversion server; 
at the second conversion server, converting the data from the intermediate 
format to a format compatible with the second database structure; and 
0 storing the data converted at the second conversion server in the second 

system. 

2. The method of Claim 1, wherein the step of extracting is initiated in response 
to an external request. 

3. The method of Claim 1, wherein the step of extracting is performed in 
response to a trigger operation at the first system which initiates the step of extracting and 
routing to the first conversion server. 

4. The method of Claim 1 , wherein the first and second conversion servers are 
disposed on a network and communicate with the first and second systems and with each 
other through the network and/or in the step of routing data comprises routing data over 
the network. 



Atty.Dkt.No.: ATTA-25,514 



95 



5. The method of Claim 1 , wherein the data is comprised of a plurality of records, 
with each record including at least one index and the step of converting in the first 
conversion server operable to convert the index compatible with the first database structure 
[AB] to an intermediate index that is relationally associated with the index in the first 

5 database structure; and the step of converting from the intermediate format to the format 

compatible with the second database structure comprises converting the intermediate index 
to an index compatible with the second database structure. 

6. The method of Claim 5, wherein the intermediate index has a finite length, 
such that all data transactions in between the first and second conversion servers are 
operable to transmit finite length index values. 

7. The method of Claim 6, and further comprising an intermediate processing 
step wherein at least a portion of the converted data that is transmitted from the first 
conversion server to the second conversion server is processed in the intermediate format. 
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